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Obama's visit forges a new regional multilateralism with new rules: analysts

Increasingly, as the United States follows through on its pivot towards Asia, it brings
Washington's interests to the gates of Beijing - with Asean in the middle.

That much was evident this week as the Asean 10 gathered with other regional and
international leaders for the annual East Asia Summit (EAS).

US President Barack Obama, fresh from his electoral triumph, and with an economy
showing stirrings of life, was back in a region where many economies were taking a pause
or had substantially slowed.

China, the world's No. 2 economy and Asia's biggest, is struggling to grow at 8 per cent, a
far cry from its double-digit expansion days. Japan is tipping into recession and India,
Asia's No. 3 economy, is also sputtering.

All the more important then, that disputes over territory and control should not stand in the
way of trade and investments critical to the region.

Obama may hawe received a hero's welcome in Myanmar, but in Cambodia, closely linked
to China, the reception was muted.

After bonhomie-laced \isits to Thailand and Myanmar, the US leader landed in Phnom
Penh late on Monday to attend a dinner kicking off the summit.

He found banners outside the venue of the Asean and East Asia Summit welcoming
China's Premier Wen Jiaobao and extolling the friendship between China and Cambodia.
Unlike in Myanmar, nobody lined the streets to greet him.

The EAS brings together the 10 Asean members and eight others, including the US, China,
India and Japan. It also includes Russia but Russian leader Vladimir Putin has been in
surgery and was unable to attend.

There was certainly no lack of contentious issues.

Obama and Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda discussed Tokyo's dispute with
Beijing over the Senkaku islands, which China calls the Diaoyu islands.

And in a bilateral meeting, which a US official later called "tense", the US President put
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen - chair of the summit - on the defensive. Obama cited
Myanmar as an example of a country that was improving its human rights record. He
brought up the imprisonment of a radio broadcaster as one example of hurdles to the US-
Cambodia relationship.

Obama was criticised by the opposition at home for visiting Southeast Asia during a
looming fiscal crisis in the US. But he was obliged to come to the summit. And visiting
Cambodia without dropping by Thailand - America's oldest ally in the region - would have
been an insult to Bangkok.

The President's trip to Myanmar was seen as a reward for the reforms unleashed by
President Thein Sein which, despite residual scepticism, now have bipartisan support in
Washington.

The trip has succeeded in cementing Southeast Asia on Washington's geopolitical map
and, in effect, has set up a "geopolitical ring around China", wrote Thitinan Pongsudhirak,
director of the Bangkok-based Institute for International and Strategic Studies, in a Monday
commentary.

But he added: "At the same time, the US has engaged China in a nuanced and mutually
beneficial fashion on trade and investment, providing space for Beijing to operate under
multilateral rules and institutions."

Pessimists may view the US efforts as an attempt to contain China, he wrote, but
optimists see it as a new regional multilateralism with new rules.

Indeed, at their bilateral meeting, President Obama and Premier Wen were conciliatory.

Obama said Washington and Beijing must work together to "establish clear rules of the
road" for trade and investment.

www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39230&sec=1

OTHER NEWS

:: NEW DELHI: India's Congress sty mied
by disruptions

::HANOI: Vietnam opposes islands map on
Chinese e-passports

2 BANGKOK: 17,000 Thai nurses threaten
to go on strike

:: BANGKOK: M yanmar govt urged to
change stance on peace

:: THIMPHU: 10% of Bhutan's glaciers may
vanish: research

11 JAKARTA: 20,000 workers march in
Jakarta for higher pay

1t MANILA: China places disputed sea map
on new e-passports

:: JAKARTA: Thousands of Indonesian
workers stage rallies

11 ISLAMABAD: Pak-Iran gas pipeline to be
ready by 2014: Ahmadinejad

:: ISLAMABAD: Pak army chief rules out
military operation in Karachi

: TAIPEL: Ma Ying-jeou vows no letup in
anti-corruption efforts

:: BEIJING: New Japanese ambassador to
China named

1 BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN: Brunei,
China eye more youth plans

:: MANILA: No end in sight to Philippines'
trial of century

:: RAWALPINDI: Pak minister fearful of
more terrorist attacks

:: DHAKA: S'pore returns $1.67m laundered
from Bangladesh

' NEW DELHI: No-trust move against
Indian gov't falls through

:: PHNOM PENH: Cambodia fetes 20-year
partnership with ADB

:: PHNOM PENH: Hun Sen says China
offers US$300-500m in loans every year

1t TOKYO: Abe's security policy goals
reflected in LDP platform

=¥ More

Recommended News

1 MANILA: Distribution is weak link, Indie
filmmakers say

:: NEW DELHI: India's Congress sty mied
by disruptions

:HANOI: Vietnam opposes islands map on
Chinese e-passports

:* BANGKOK: 17,000 Thai nurses threaten
to go on strike

1t SINGAPORE: Tycoon extends deadline
for F&N offer again

:: BANGKOK: M yanmar govt urged to
change stance on peace

:: SINGAPORE: Strong feelings over
‘emotionless S'poreans’

:: THIMPHU: 10% of Bhutan's glaciers may
vanish: research

12 JAKARTA: 20,000 workers march in
Jakarta for higher pay

1/2


http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/index.php
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?sec=21
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?sec=3
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?sec=2
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?sec=9
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?sec=22
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/contactann.php
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/aboutann.php
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39230&sec=1#
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/annnewsfeed.php
https://twitter.com/asianewsnetwork
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Asia-News-Network/291155398585
http://www.youtube.com/asianewsnetwork1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/epaper.php?id=3764&st=e
http://www.asianewsnet.net/data/Subscription_Form_ANN.doc
http://www.asianewsnet.net/data/Subscription_Form_ANN.doc
http://www.asianewsnet.net/epaper/pdf/AsiaNews_Nov16-29.pdf
http://www.straitstimes.com/Home.html
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39294&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39293&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39292&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39290&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39288&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39287&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39245&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39278&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39277&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39273&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39272&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39271&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39270&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39267&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39266&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39264&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39263&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39262&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39261&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39258&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/more.php?sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39295&sec=9
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39294&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39293&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39292&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39291&sec=2
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39290&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39289&sec=9
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39288&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39287&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39289&sec=9
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39288&sec=1
http://www.asianewsnet.net/home/news.php?id=39287&sec=1
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtXHbyQWvUP-tCeHOigeir4HQD4fjmdgCh7XwqCu3ofLeYxABIPfp_BBQ3uDSbWC_BaABuY3-5APIAQKoAwHIA90EqgSXAU_QJM5RHtEYgXTf45aFJFOlNBF1spAOB-dkjX9GgfFBlrCErT3LqxyFFlbJPPCpanOp6I-tJFKQxzSC-15wspJ-kCcG_3ZwU50Z_5bOc98q8GApkOyD2RfRPLlMVTcomp90IpyF9OfL8oRlEMxe93BI2RbDrcpwPpHOy8mlxTHLLLV-x-20iwjQOWv8rA7QzU7Xy0JWziKIBgGgBgI&num=1&cid=5GgsXemIS07g-LBCONv7haXJ&sig=AOD64_3yJIgqUAfPj29PXN9zEK_vtWNJUw&client=ca-pub-2307967572571578&adurl=http://www.chinawomendating.com/%3Fafid%3D17841&nm=1

11/23/12

China\WomenDating.com

\

For some, the winner of the fight for regional influence is already clear.

"The Americans are very good at symbolism and gestures, but when it comes to putting
money on the table, they can't match them [China] anymore," Kishore Mahbubani, dean of
the Lee Kuan Yew Institute of Public Policy, told The Straits Times over the phone.

Still, he noted, Asean can benefit from US-China competition. "During the Cold War, Asean
was relevant. After that, it became strategically irrelevant and the Americans dropped the

Unlike his criticism of Hun Sen, he did not accuse China of violating trade rules - a topic
that had figured in the recent presidential election campaign, with Obama's rival,
Republican Mitt Romney, making a point of saying he would be tough on China.

Obama reportedly told Wen that he was committed to working with China and committed
to working with Asia. Wen, in turn, mentioned "differences and disagreements" between
them but said these could be resolved through trade and investment.

And while Chinese delegates were firm on Beijing's position on the South China Sea,
Premier Wen said he did not want to spread tension in the region.
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